Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg, Jones, Boyer, Redman, Crescimbeni, Carter, Brown, and Joost: 

RESOLUTION 2015-353
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND CIVIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF CHARLES D. TOWERS, JR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Charles Daughtry “Charlie” Towers, Jr., a Jacksonville native, graduated from Robert E. Lee High School, earned his bachelor’s degree from Princeton University (interrupted by service in the U.S. Navy during World War II during which he earned a Silver Star for gallant action in the battle for Okinawa), and took his law degree from Stetson University; and


WHEREAS, in 1949 Mr. Towers began a long and successful legal career with Rogers Towers & Bailey law firm where he served with distinction for 51 years, many of which as the firm’s managing partner, until his official retirement in 2000; and


WHEREAS, Charlie Towers’ memberships in and leadership of civic, charitable and religious organizations is too great to be recounted in detail, but a brief list of highlights include serving as President and Chairman of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, Chairman of the United Way of Northeast Florida (where he was a co-founder of the Tocqueville Society), a Paul Harris Fellow of Rotary International, board member of Riverside Hospital and the Riverside Hospital Foundation, and a member of the Board of Visitors of the Salvation Army College in Atlanta; and 


WHEREAS, Mr. Towers’ deep religious faith inspired a long career of leadership in faith-based organizations, including decades of devotion to the Salvation Army that led to his being nicknamed “Mr. Salvation Army” and being named a recipient of The Other Award for Meritorious Service; being a co-founder of Prisoners for Christ, an international board member of Mercy Ships, and service on the steering committee for the Billy Graham Crusade in Jacksonville in 2000; and


WHEREAS, in every facet of his service in business, civic, philanthropic and religious organizations, Charlie Towers was renowned for his empathy and ability to make deep personal connections with those with whom he worked, and his tremendous positive influence on the city of Jacksonville will be long remembered; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and countless civic contributions of Charles D. “Charlie” Towers, Jr. and extends its deepest condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. Charlie Towers’ example of faithful service to his fellow citizens and to the civic institutions of the city will stand as a great memorial to his character and accomplishments.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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